PROCEEDINGS OF THE RED LAKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
April 28, 2026
Pursuant to adjournment of its last meeting, the Red Lake County Board of Commissioners duly met in regular session at the Courthouse in Red Lake Falls, MN on April 28, 2026 at 10:00 am.
 
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Eric Mickelson called the meeting to order. Commissioners present: Al Remick, Chuck Flage, Tony Gerardy, Andy Moran and Eric Mickelson. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Remick moved, seconded by Commissioner Flage and carried unanimously to approve the agenda.

BID OPENING 063-651-004 & ALTERNATE 
Bids were collected until 10:00 am for project 063-651-004 (Reclamation, Bit. Surfacing, Grading, Curb & Gutter, Lighting & Drainage Improvements). Taylor Amiot, County Engineer and Jeremy Johnson, Lead Engineer Technician opened and announced the bids as follows:

Davidson Construction Inc.: Base $2,033,140.11 Alternate $32,094.00 
RJ Zavoral and Sons, Inc.: Base $2,197,781.65 Alternate $36,938.80
Spruce Valley Inc.: Base $2,304,113.56 Alternate $31,202.00

Commissioner Gerardy moved, seconded by Commissioner Moran, and carried unanimously to approve the low bid from Davidson Construction Inc. contingent upon no errors in the apparent low bid and approval from the City of Brooks to proceed with the alternate work.

CRIME VICTIM ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kelly Rogalla, Crime Victim Advocate, provided an update on grant funding and services. The program currently receives $40,000 in VOCA grant funding, with an additional $10,000 awarded to complete the current year. Kelly reported that overall VOCA funding is expected to decrease by 20% statewide, though the impact on individual programs is not yet known. She also shared information on crime victim rights, distributed service brochures and statistics, and discussed collaboration with neighboring counties, including assistance with conflict cases and training new advocates.

NOTICE OF INTENET TO PUBLISH FOR COUNTY ORDINANCES
Tanner Holten, County Attorney, requested a motion to publish a Notice of Public Hearings for three ordinances, including the cannabis regulation ordinance, solar ordinance, and soil erosion ordinance. The cannabis ordinance was updated to allow cities within the county to delegate their regulatory authority to the county, with the county assuming full responsibility for regulation and enforcement. The solar ordinance, previously adopted as a temporary ordinance, is being moved into permanent effect with only minor changes. Tanner also reviewed the proposed soil erosion ordinance, which outlines enforcement procedures and designates responsibilities among county offices, including investigation, hearings, and possible remediation actions. Commissioner Remick moved, seconded by Commissioner Flage, and carried unanimously to approve publication of the Notice of Public Hearing to be held Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at 9:30 a.m. in the Commissioner’s Boardroom at the Red Lake County Courthouse.

MINUTES
Commissioner Gerardy moved, seconded by Commissioner Remick, and carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the meeting on April 14, 2026. 
EXPENDITURES
Commissioner Flage moved, seconded by Commissioner Moran, and carried unanimously to approve the following expenditures for the period:

Vendor						Amount
Thibert Chevrolet, Inc				$43,033.72
6 Payments less than $2000			$  4,092.14   
TOTAL					$47,125.86

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Remick – None
Flage – RLC Economic Development, Pennington & Red Lake Public Health & Home Care
Gerardy – RLC Economic Development
Moran – QUIN Counties Health
Mickelson – None 

AUDITOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
Auditor Kelsey Gervais informed the Board that an appointment was needed for the County Medical Examiner position. Commissioner Gerardy moved, seconded by Commissioner Remick, and carried unanimously to appoint Dr. Selly Strauch as the Red Lake County Medical Examiner through June 30, 2027.
Gervais presented two requests from the Oklee Moonlighters Snowmobile Club and the Red Lake Falls Pathfinders Snowmobile Club. Commissioner Moran moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerardy, and carried unanimously to approve Resolution 04-01-26 with the Pathfinders Snowmobile Club. Commissioner Moran moved, seconded by Commissioner Flage, and carried unanimously to approve Resolution 04-02-26 with the Oklee Moonlighters Snowmobile Club. The resolutions authorize the county to enter into agreements for FY 2026–2027 with the State of Minnesota DNR, whereby Red Lake County will act as the trail sponsor and fiscal agent to receive funding on behalf of the clubs for maintenance of their respective snowmobile trail systems. Complete documents are available at the County Auditor’s Office.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Commissioner Flage, seconded by Commissioner Gerardy, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 a.m. The next regular meeting of the board is scheduled for Tuesday, May 12th, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.
 
Attest:													
	Kelsey Gervais, County Auditor			Eric Mickelson, Chairman
							Board of Commissioner
